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The Gospel is apocalyptic. When I have told people this past week what the topic is, the reactions have 
predictably been, “Oh…?” Not one response has been, “Yes! I have heard so much about that topic!” 
Especially on Mother’s Day, this might seem like a very odd thing to discuss, and I hope that this message 
is more clarifying than confusing. 

To begin tackling this subject, we need to first understand what is meant by the word apocalyptic. I think 
we would all agree that when we come to the scriptures, we are bringing our preconceptions to the table. 
So it is with the word and genre “apocalyptic.” Let’s address those. What immediately comes to mind 
when you hear the words apocalyptic or apocalypse? (Zombie apocalypse? X-Men Apocalypse? End of the 
world? Dystopia? Natural disasters? Wars?) This has become a modern definition of 
apocalyptic/apocalypse. This way of thinking about apocalypse is normal because this is what we know, 
this is the culture we are in. But this is not what apocalypse meant 2000 years ago. 

The Greek word for apocalypse is apokalypsis which means “disclosure” or “revelation.” Apocalypse….a 
revealing so that the hearers may understand. He who has ears to hear… 

The genre of apocalyptic evolved out of the prophetic genre. During and after the exile, the prophets were 
looking forward to God’s redemption and justice for his people. Apocalyptic writers interpreted those 
prophecies, and apocalyptic writings “show how (the prophecies) have been fulfilled and what still 
remains to be fulfilled” (Wood and Marshall, New Bible Dictionary). The apocalyptic writers were divinely 
inspired to make sense of the past, the present, and the future of their people. We see this in the two 
main apocalyptic books in the Bible. Both Revelation and Daniel try to show their audience that there is a 
greater reality, a greater truth than what is immediately present before them. These writers know that 
the present circumstances of suffering, pain, and death are hard to reconcile with God’s promises, and 
they zoom out of the earthly perspective to show their listeners the heavenly perspective to put the 
present in context. 

Thus, apocalypse is a way of viewing the world. Not from an earthly perspective, but from a heavenly one. 

What comes to my mind when I hear “heavenly perspective” is God is high above us looking down. While 
there is an element of that within the Bible and apocalyptic thinking, heaven, or God’s space, is not 
disconnected from our space. As we will see in Mark 1, God’s space is here now. 

A way that might be helpful to think about this is to consider the TV show Stranger Things (not a 
Cornerstone endorsement). Whether you love Stranger Things or hate it or don’t have any opinion, I think 
the way Stranger Things portrays a dark dimension, the Upside Down, can help us understand what it 
means to have a view of the world that is apocalyptic. In Stranger Things, the Upside Down is a dimension 
of the real world where monsters are present, where death, sickness, and decay are portrayed in physical 
images, which people ignorant of the Upside Down do not see. Throughout the show, the Upside Down is 
breaking into the normal world and this world of darkness is spreading. If Stranger Things is portraying 
the Upside Down as the other dimension of reality, apocalyptic takes our present reality…our Upside 
Down…and flips it up so we can see God’s space, his kingdom, within our lives. 

Let’s take a look at how the Bible portrays this apocalyptic worldview within ancient contexts: 



A common theme, perhaps the most important theme, in both Daniel and Revelation is the nature of 
kingdoms, Babylon/Persia in Daniel and Rome in Revelation. This is the physical, earthly truth. While these 
are very much physical, historic kingdoms, there is a dark, evil spiritual component of these kingdoms 
rising up against God; they are anti-God….anti-Christ. And it is not enough for the physical kingdoms to be 
dismantled. The spiritual kingdom of darkness too must be destroyed. In the midst of Daniel writing about 
earthly kingdoms and their anti-God spirit, Daniel 7:13–14 says, “In my vision at night I (Daniel) looked, 
and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the 
Ancient of Days and was led into his presence. He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all 
peoples, nations, and men of every language worshiped him. (The son of man’s) dominion is an everlasting 
dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.” From Israel’s 
perspective, Babylon and Persia rule the world. Where is Yahweh their king in the midst of this? Daniel 
says that the Ancient of Days RIGHT NOW has the power to strip away the authority of earthly powers. 
There is another kingdom and it belongs to the Son of Man. This kingdom will not pass away. This kingdom 
will not be destroyed. To Daniel, this kingdom was in the future, yet God was still on the throne in the 
midst of the exile. But when will the Son of Man come? Who is the Son of Man? 

When we get to John’s Revelation, the Son of Man has already come. John identifies who the Son of Man 
is in Revelation 1. Right off the bat, the first verse classifies this book as “the revelation (literally 
apokalypsis) of Jesus the Messiah…” This is a book revealing Jesus, and in the same chapter John identifies 
Jesus in verse 5 as the “ruler of the kings of the earth.” John has a vivid vision of Jesus and says “…among 
the lampstands was someone ‘like a son of man’…” John is linking back to Daniel with this phrase — Jesus 
IS the apocalyptic figure Son of Man. So why is Rome still oppressively ruling over the nations, persecuting 
us, murdering us, our brothers, our sisters? When will Jesus be king? John answers that Jesus is King NOW. 
The good news to John’s audience was that Jesus is King NOW. Look beyond what you can see, see God’s 
space, his kingdom, his reality, his truth. Apocalypse. 

The Gospel is Apocalyptic. The Gospel reveals the truth. The good news discloses who Jesus is. 

With all this in mind, let’s read Mark 1:1–15. Pay attention to the apocalyptic worldview. 

1 The beginning of the good news about Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God, 2 as it is written in 
Isaiah the prophet:  
“I will send my messenger ahead of you,  
 who will prepare your way” —  
3 “a voice of one calling in the wilderness,  
‘Prepare the way for the Lord,  
 make straight paths for him.’”  
4 And so John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. 5 The whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem went out to 
him. Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River. 6 John wore clothing 
made of camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7 
And this was his message: “After me comes the one more powerful than I, the straps of whose 
sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8 I baptize you with water, but he will baptize 
you with the Holy Spirit.”  
9 At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10 
Just as Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn open and the Spirit 
descending on him like a dove. 11 And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; 
with you I am well pleased.”  



12 At once the Spirit sent him out into the wilderness, 13 and he was in the wilderness forty days, 
being tempted by Satan. He was with the wild animals, and angels attended him.  
14 After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God. 15 
“The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe the good 
news!” 

I want to draw out 3 details from this passage. 

First, let’s look at verses 1–3. Mark is the only gospel that immediately opens with quoting the Old 
Testament, a prophecy. This is a prophecy we read quickly and Mark then dives into John the Baptist’s 
ministry. So we rightfully assume that John the Baptist is a part of Isaiah’s prophecy. John the Baptist is 
the “voice of the one calling in the desert.” But if you look at this verse being quoted, Isaiah 40:3, you see 
that it says, “Prepare the way for the LORD.” In our English Bibles, when we see Lord in all caps, it is 
substituted in for God’s name, Yahweh. Isaiah’s verse says, “Prepare the way for Yahweh…” The OT 
prophets were so hungry for Yahweh God coming back to his people, redeeming them, delivering them 
from oppression. So yes, when Mark uses this verse, he is pointing to John the Baptist preparing the way. 
But the way for whom? Yahweh, yes, but Jesus. Therefore, Mark is equating Jesus with Yahweh! Not only 
is Jesus the Messiah and the Son of God… Jesus IS God. Jesus is Yahweh come back to his people. Jesus is 
the One history has waited for. The prophets pointed to Jesus and here in Mark, John the Baptist points 
to Jesus. Through Jesus, Yahweh has come. 

Second, Jesus’ baptism, verses 9–11. Right in the middle of verse 10, we find some strong apocalyptic 
language: “he saw the heavens being torn open.” There is a revealing, an apocalypse happening right 
here! What is being revealed? The Spirit (dove), the Father (voice from heaven), and the Son (Jesus). The 
God-head is revealed at this moment. The fabric of reality is torn open and God’s space is breaking into 
our space. What is the context of this revealing? Jesus’ baptism. Baptism has much symbolism. Mark 
explains that John the Baptist’s baptism was linked with repentance and forgiveness of sins. As Christians, 
we believe that baptism symbolizes resurrection. And here in these verses, Mark points out that Jesus 
came up out of the water. This act of baptism is not a random event. Jesus’ baptism foreshadows his going 
into death — his crucifixion — and coming back into life — his resurrection. The revelation of God occurs 
at Jesus’ baptism… In Jesus’ death and resurrection, God is revealed. 

Third, verses 14–15: “After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of 
God. ‘The time has come,’ he said. ‘The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe the good 
news!’” As we’ve established, the prophets were looking forward to the time God would come and 
establish his kingdom on earth. Here, Jesus — God himself — announces the good news: “The time has 
come! The kingdom of God has come near! Repent and believe the good news!” The King has come, no 
more waiting! Not only has Jesus the King come, but he is bringing his kingdom with him. Flip over to 
Revelation 5 where John sees the Lamb on the throne, and read verses 9–10: “And they sang a new song, 
saying: 

‘You are worthy to take the scroll  
 and to open its seals,  
because you were slain,  
 and with your blood you purchased for God  
 persons from every tribe and language and people and nation.  



You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God,  
 and they will reign on the earth.’” 

Again we see that the act that changes reality is Jesus’ death. “Because you were slain, with your blood.” 
As Jesus’ baptism revealed the Father, the Spirit and the Son, Jesus’ death broke open and revealed his 
kingdom. His blood brought in every tribe, every language, every people, every nation. “You have made 
them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will reign on the earth.” The Jews wanted 
Rome overthrown and an Israelite kingdom to be established. Jesus crushed the kingdom of darkness 
through dying. The kingdom of God is established through his death and resurrection. After Jesus 
announces the kingdom is near, he then calls Simon and Andrew: “Come, follow me, and I will make you 
fishers of men.” Mark 8:34–35: “If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his 
cross and follow me. For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me and 
for the gospel (good news) will save it.” 

This is a kingdom built upon death and resurrection. And while we still await the full realization of this 
kingdom, while creation still groans for freedom, while death and pain and suffering are still in our lives, 
while injustice and horrors seem unending, while evil has its way and we ask why, while there are still 
wars and rumors of war, there is a truth beyond what we can see. Jesus is King, whether we see it or not. 
We long for his kingdom to come. When will everything be made right? When will you make all things 
new? Jesus is King now and our King will come again. The kingdom will come. And his kingdom is here in 
this room. The kingdom is sitting beside you. The gospel is apocalyptic. The good news is the revelation of 
Jesus: Jesus is God and he has come. God is revealed in act of Jesus’ death and resurrection. And the King 
has brought his kingdom. Here and now. 

“To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and honor and glory and power, for ever and 
ever!” 
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